Conservative management of chylothorax with autoinfusion of pleural fluid during hemodialysis.
Utilizing this new procedure in an outpatient nephrology setting, we were able to maintain E.T.'s positive nitrogen balance, prevent infection, and minimize respiratory distress. In addition, his mother was involved in all decisions and was supportive to her son and the nursing staff. After E.T.'s AVF matured, the central venous catheter was removed and the superior vena cava dilated. The chylothorax resolved itself without further interventions. Chest x-rays were clear. E.T. remained asymptomatic, and 6 months later he received a successful renal transplant.